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o LDCs’ development progress has been slowed by COVID, as many countries have been forced 
to increase borrowing for recovery, thereby diverting funding from the SDGs. This has ultimately 
increased public debt, strained limited public resources, and slowed down progress towards the 
2030 Agenda. 
 

o The pandemic presents a unique opportunity to enhance international development co-
operation for more risk-informed sustainable development for LDCs, in response to the fight 
against the pandemic while ensuring that no one is left behind.  

 

o Results from almost all LDCs (43, or 91% of total LDCs) in the 2018 Global Partnership 
monitoring round shows progress in the state of effective development co-operation but 
more is needed by the international community to address the effects of the pandemic, ensure 
steady progress post-COVID and combat new and emerging challenges in LDCs. Given that 
effective development co-operation matters now more than ever and in the lead up to the halfway 
point of SDG implementation, the reform of the GPEDC monitoring exercise is underway to meet 
the evolving needs of stakeholders and to produce evidence relevant to the effectiveness 
challenges of today.  

 
o As many LDCs move towards graduation, with ODA to LDCs increasing only slightly in the last 

year (1.8 percent in real terms compared to 2019), countries require more effective management 
of limited resources and the effective mobilization of domestic and private sector resources 
in order to drive development and combat the impeding debt crisis. Effective partnerships are 
critical to LDCs in ensuring mobilization of more resources (i.e. information, knowledge sharing, 
technology) and in supporting national capacity for COVID recovery and the SDGs. 

The Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation… 
…in a word: Partnerships. 
…in a phrase: the primary multi-stakeholder vehicle for generating and sharing knowledge on effective 
development cooperation, to "maximize the effectiveness of all forms of co-operation for development for 
the shared benefits of people, planet, prosperity and peace". 
…and if you have a bit more time: We have what we need to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), and a framework for what this needs in the Financing for Development (FfD) process. 
The Partnership compliments these efforts by focusing on how we partner and work together – through 
principle-based, evidence-led, development efforts – to achieve the 2030 Agenda 
It promotes four principles of effective development co-operation: (i) ownership by developing 
countries; (ii) a focus on results; (iii) inclusive development partnerships; and (iv) mutual accountability 
and transparency.   

First session of the intergovernmental preparatory 
committee, in the lead up to LDC5 
Topic: To help build an ambitious new programme for 
action for LDCs as the final decade of action for the 2030 
agenda gathers pace. 
Relevant Theme: Mobilizing international solidarity, 
reinvigorated global partnerships and innovative tools for 
risk-informed sustainable development - A march towards 
sustainable graduation. 

 
 

https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2021-05/LDCs_2018%20Monitoring%20Profile%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/system/files/2021-05/LDCs_2018%20Monitoring%20Profile%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.effectivecooperation.org/landing-page/leveraging-monitoring-action
https://www.un.org/ldc5/sites/www.un.org.ldc5/files/final_prepcom_themes_27_april_2021.pdf
https://www.un.org/ldc5/sites/www.un.org.ldc5/files/final_prepcom_themes_27_april_2021.pdf
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o Latest results from the Global Partnership monitoring show the quality of national development 

planning in LDC is high (79%) but development partners need to better align their resources 
and co-operation to LDC country priorities.   

 

o The COVID pandemic has demonstrated the need for a shift in development co-operation 
practice, from short-term responses to disasters to more long-term, risked-informed, 
sustainable development planning. Only a third of LDCs have timely, regular and accurate data 
to inform their results framework and track their own development results. To this end, there is 
need for LDCs and partners to invest in the national statistical and M&E systems, and for 
development co-operation partners to increase the use of country government data and 
statistics for monitoring the results of their development cooperation programmes.  
 

o Moreover, high-quality and timely information on development co-operation helps 
governments to effectively manage resources and devise risk-informed policies and programmes. 
More efforts are needed to improve medium-term predictability of development co-operation to 
help LDCs effectively plan and manage risks.     

 
o LDC5 provides an opportunity for countries to devise an action plan where there is a 

renewed call for more effective global partnerships that engage different forms of 
international development co-operation. A more evidence-informed approach that responds to 
the debt crisis, helps recover from the pandemic and builds back better is essential to ensure that 
LDC graduation is possible, sustainable, and irreversible. 
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Extent of use of country-owned results frameworks
by development partners
Development partner alignment to country-led development priorities is at
the heart of country ownership. Global Partnership monitoring assesses
whether interventions: draw objectives from national development
strategies; draw indicators from country results frameworks; use
government data and statistics for monitoring; and involve government in
evaluations. The first three elements provide the official data to report on
SDG indicator 17.15.1. In LDCs, development partners align to country
priorities to a medium extent (66%). This has not changed when
compared to 2016.

100%

Government

Large Firms

High-quality, inclusive and results-oriented development strategies
are critical for countries’ ownership over their development and the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The average quality of national
development planning for least developed countries (LDCs) is
high (79%).
 

Recognising that successful development efforts require the inclusive
and equitable participation of all actors, the 2030 Agenda calls for
collective action by the whole of society. Global Partnership monitoring
examines the engagement of civil society and the private sector from
both the perspective of the government and representatives of these
stakeholder groups.

On average in LDCs, representatives from the government, large private
sector firms and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) perceive the
quality of public-private dialogue as consolidating. While
representatives from trade unions perceive the quality of public-private
dialogue as emerging.

L D C s '  P E R F O R M A N C E  &  T R E N D S
Overall quality of national results frameworks

National development planning and results orientation1.

Joint
Evaluations

2. Multi-stakeholder engagement

Quality of public-private dialogue

Enabling environment for civil society organisations..
… was reported as basic by government representatives, basic by
civil society organisations and moderate by development partners
across LDCs that participated in the 2018 monitoring exercise.
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... of LDCs have established national
development strategies and results frameworks

... of LDCs' strategies and frameworks defined
priorities, targets and indicators

... of these strategies and frameworks are aligned
to the SDGs

Additionally, 67 % of LDCs indicated that they use their
development strategies to inform dialogue with partners 

1

 This note has been prepared with a focus on the performance and results of the 43 Least Developed Countries (LDCs) that participated in the 2018 Monitoring Round. Reference to "Other Countries"
represents the results of all the other partner countries that participated in the 2018 Monitoring Round.
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... of these strategies and frameworks include
budget and costing information

58%



Adequate and effective financing is essential to achieve
gender equality and to empower all women and girls.
While 55% of LDCs approach the requirements for
having systems to track and make public allocations for
gender equality and women’s empowerment, 21% fully
meet the requirements of SDG indicator 5.c.1.
Furthermore, 24% of LDCs do not meet any of these
requirements.

... of LDCs have transparent information on
resource allocations in place

Systems to track development co-operation
information in LDCs

Item 1
86%

Item 2
14%

Aid Information
Management

System

Mutual accountability mechanisms are made up of multiple,
reinforcing components that can help enhance transparency and
accountability at country level. Global Partnership monitoring
defines and assesses mutual accountability against five
components. Among LDCs, 52% have all five components in
place. This is higher than the average for other countries
(37%). 

COMPONENT 1
Comprehensive

policy framework for
development co-

operation

COMPONENT 2
Country-level targets
for government and

development partners

COMPONENT 3
Regular joint
assessment
of progress

COMPONENT 4
Assessments are

inclusive and involve
non-state actors

COMPONENT 5
Timely, publicly available
results of assessments
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SDG 5.c.1
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... of LDCs have gender responsive PFM
systems in place

3. Quality and use of public financial
management systems

Strengthening public financial management systems
Strong public financial management (PFM) systems are an
essential element of good governance and vital to achieving
development goals. LDCs experienced overall progress in the
quality of their PFM systems. 
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Development partners’ use of country systems
Development partners’ use of these systems to deliver co-operation
both lowers transaction costs but also helps to accelerate
strengthening of these systems. In LDCs, use of country PFM
systems increased from 45% in 2016 to 48% in 2018. However,
legislative oversight of the budget has marginally decreased. The
share of development co-operation recorded on budgets subject to
parliamentary scrutiny in LDCs slightly decreased from 60% in
2016 to 59% in 2018.

Overall use of
country systems
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Budget Execution

49%64%
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Financial reporting

46% 59%
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Auditing
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Procurement systems

45%55%
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Systems to track and make public allocations for
gender equality and women’s empowerment

... of LDCs have gender policies in place
Other countries

4. Predictability and forward
planning
High-quality and timely information on development co-operation
helps governments in planning and managing resources for results
and can guide development partners in coordinating their support with
other providers, as to avoid fragmentation and duplication of efforts.
Annual predictability of development co-operation is high, with
84% of co-operation disbursed to LDCs, as scheduled. Mid-term
predictability is medium, with 66% of co-operation available in
forward looking expenditure plans for the next three years.

Predictability of development co-operation
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Trend 2018 vs
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Disbursements as scheduled

84% 89%
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Medium-term perdictability
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86%
.. of development partners report on their co-operation with
LDCs through one or more of these systems. This is higher
than the average for other countries (78%)
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5. Mutual accountability
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15 LDCs have
improved the quality
of their PFM systems 

8 LDCs have 
 experienced a decline

in the quality of their
PFM systems

4 LDCs have seen no
overall change in the

quality of their PFM
systems

Progress reported by 27 LDCs  in strengthening PFM systems :
2

PEFA scores, which are the basis for measuring the quality of PFM systems are available for 27 LDCs represented in this note.2

Disclaimer: This document was prepared based on data collected from voluntary reporting to the 2018 Monitoring Round of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation. The information provided does not
necessarily represents the views of OECD, UNDP or the partner country governments.  Participation in this process and mention of any participant in this document is without prejudice to the status or international recognition of a
given country or territory.
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